12                              INTRODUCTION.
and exponnd the niceties of the Arab langnage and history. His mind, though it united poetical with critical power, was narrow; his intellectual vision had little range. He spied ont defects with the microscopic eye of an insect, hut the merits which he prized were nice and contracted also. His chief works, after the Assemblies, are two treatises on Grammar, one called "The Beauties of the Trab (or desinential syntax)," the other "The Pearl of the Diver." A portion of these has been published by De Sacy in his "Anthologie Grrammaticale Arabe." The former is in verse of the metre called reje&^ and is also mezduj, or methnawi; that is, the second hemistich of each verse rhymes with the first. This metre was also adopted by Ibn Malik for his " Alfiyeh," the mo$t complete and celebrated of the Arabic grammatical poems. Hariri in this work comments on his own lines, and treats questions of syntax with extraordinary subtlety. But a still more characteristic work is "The Pearl of the Diver," in which the author points out the faults made by people of education in the use of words and phrases. The observation, judgment, and taste displayed in this book are remarkable, and the extract in the " Anthologie " will be frequently referred to in my notes. Every sentence is like a drop of grammatical gold; moreover the authority of the author is so high, that his dicta have never been disputed, and all subsequent writers have avoided the faults which he points out. But neither in these books, nor in the Assemblies themselves, is there any sign of original conceptions, or of the strength to break loose from the traditions of learning which the author had received. His works are in some respects the more valuable for